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PRESS RELEASE 
Salone del Mobile  
8-13 April 2014 
 
Title: “La Collezione Memphis alle Stelline” 
An exhibition curated by:  Leo Guerra, Cristina Quadrio Curzio 
 
Exhibition: 
Galleria Gruppo Credito Valtellinese 
Refettorio delle Stelline 
Corso Magenta, 59              
20123 Milan               
Tel. / Fax +39 0248008015  
 
Dates: 8th April - 17 th May 2014  
 
Special opening during Salone del Mobile 
Mon 7 april, 7 p.m. –  12 p.m 
Thue-Wed-Fri 8/9/11 april 10 a.m. – 7.30 p.m. 
Thur 10 april, 10 a.m. –  10 p.m 
Sat 12 april, 10 a.m. – 7.30 p.m 
Sunday 13 april closed 
 
Opening  times from 14th April to  17th May 
Mon -  Fri, 10 a.m - 7.30 p.m 
Sat 10 a.m – midday 
Closed Sunday 
 
Cocktail: “80’s Party” Monday 7th April  7 pm - midnight 
 
 
 
LA COLLEZIONE MEMPHIS ALLE STELLINE 
 
The Stelline Refettorio, a sixty meters long Gallery, where in the ‘600 the orphans of San Carlo 
Borromeo used to dine, will offer the space at the most extended museum exhibition of Memphis 
design ever performed in Milan, city where the last case of against-design of the XX century has 
born, in 1981, Set up on the longitudinal axis of the Gallery, the object of the Memphis trend 
protagonists will march like unclear, playful and ironic characters of a season characterized by 
positivism and by a narcissistic lack of scruples. 
Post Modern style icons and, of the stratified and contradictory language of the ’80,  these objects 
stands out for their showy love for the quote, for the semantic editing and for the combination of 
industrial materials on very high standard of Italian handicraft. The exhibition opens with an optical 
and sensorial tribute to the “evanescent decade”, with laser-graphic tossed in the Gallery sky, 
surprise visit of the protagonists and a special sound effect carpet. 
On  the  occasion   1classe  will present  a travelling bag  realized  in  collaboration  with  
Nathalie Du Pasquier. 
 
 
 



 
Info 
Sonia Galbiati – Galleria Post Design 
postdesign@memphis-milano.it   
Tel./Fax  +39 02 6554731 
www.memphis-milano.it   store@memphis-milano.it  
For the Galleria Gruppo Credito Valtellinese 
galleriearte@creval.it 
 
 
POST DESIGN 
 
Post Design is the brand name under which Memphis Company produces its new collections.  
Created on the initiative of Ettore Sottsass together with Alberto Bianchi Albrici, Post Design 
showcased Sottsass' works and the collections of international designers such as Johanna 
Grawunder, Pierre Charpin, Denis Santachiara, Nathalie Du Pasquier, George J.Sowden, Nanda 
Vigo, Alessandro Mendini, Markus Benesch, Alberto Biagetti, Ron Arad and Richard Woods. 
Post Design is also the name of the Milanese gallery that exhibits Memphis' productions 
 
 
MEMPHIS 
 
The Memphis Company was founded in 1981 to produce the pieces designed by Ettore Sottsass and 
by a group of young architects and designers working with him. 
Memphis was thus born as a cultural laboratory for the development of new projectual ideas and 
soon became a cultural phenomenon. Memphis' design, with Ettore Sottsass and Barbara Radice as 
the backbone of the group, promoted a new freedom of expression through the utilisation of new 
shapes, materials and patterns. In no time, it redefined the way we relate to the space we live in, 
revolutionizing the rules of Design. Hence, the Memphis movement has become the almost 
mythical symbol of "New Design".  
The last Collection was created in 1988. 
 
 
GALLERIA GRUPPO CREDITO VALTELLINESE 
REFETTORIO DELLE STELLINE (REFECTORY OF THE LITTLE STARS) 
 
The Palazzo delle Stelline in Milan is deeply rooted in the history of the city. Beginning in the 
eighteenth century, the building housed the orphanage for girls and conserved that function until the 
1970s, when it became the property of the City. It underwent an initial partial renovation, followed 
in 1983 by its complete restoration by the Credito Valtellinese Group. 
Around the three cloisters of the Palazzo are located important institutions, some of which are 
international: the Institute for Foreign Trade, the European Union, the Stelline Foundation, the 
Centre Culturel Français, the Foundation Mattei and Credito Artigiano.  
The Galleria Gruppo Credito Valtellina is located in the Refectory from the eighteenth century. The 
500 square meters exhibition hall was inaugurated in 1987 in an unforgettable event for the city.  
Andy Warhol was invited by Alexandre Iolas to contend with one of the greatest masters of all 
ages: Leonardo da Vinci.  
It was a resounding success, the last for the talented New York artist (he died a few months later), 
but for Credito Valtellinese it was just the beginning of activities that were to grow and evolve over 
time.  
The intense programming that followed created occasions for the city of Milan to meet with 
important artistic personalities. 


