
Page 70

Interiors

The sTory behind ... The TransaT chair

 Daily Mail, Friday, March 3, 2017 

Few things look as passé 
as outdated decor. walk 
into a room with an 
 A r t e x e d  c e i l i n g ,  a 
 patterned border and rag-

rolled walls and you instantly feel 
like you’ve stepped back into the 

eighties. Is that Duran 
 Duran on the radio? 

But wait long enough and 
sooner or later everything 
comes back into fashion. 
So which of the style 
 techniques that time forgot 
are due a revival? 

Let’s begin with Artex, a 
tough, decorative plaster 
typically used on ceilings, 
but also on walls, and 
 usually moulded into 
 swirling patterns.

Its image took a knock 
when we learned that, until 
1984, it had contained 
asbestos. The quantities 
were small enough to pose 
only a minor risk to health, 
but the damage was done.

Interior designer Sophie 
Robinson (sophierobinson.
co.uk), a guest judge on 
the BBC’s The Great 
 Interior Design Challenge, 
is not a fan.

‘I can’t see Artex ever 
making a comeback,’ she 
says. ‘It was supposed to 
look a bit Italianate. But it 
just looked like wedding 
cake icing.’

Robinson is more positive 
a b o u t  r a g- r o l l i n g ,  a 
 technique which involves 
applying a glaze of a 
 different shade to a wall 
already painted in a base 
colour and then, carefully 
rolling a damp bunched-up 
rag over it,  removing 
patches of the glaze.

The glaze can also be 
applied with the rag. It 
 creates a textured effect or, 
as enthusiasts would say, 
‘added drama’. ‘everybody 

went crazy for it and then, 
eventually, everybody was 
sick of it,’ she says. ‘It was 
the late Jocasta Innes who 
 introduced us to such paint 
effects in the eighties. 

‘And Kevin McCloud, of 
Channel 4’s Grand Designs, 
was another paint skills  
maestro. I like the idea of 
people hand-painting their 
homes.’ Nowadays, people 
are more likely to create a 

below with different papers 
or paints is out of fashion’, 
says Robinson.

we also used to favour a 
wallpaper border. These 
were typically around 6in 
wide, running along the 
tops or middles of walls.
They are now regarded as 
an example of unnecessary 
over-decorating.

‘ wa l l p a p e r  b o r d e r s 
shouldn’t be overlooked,’ 
says Carley Bean, head of 
design at Cole & Son (cole-
and-son.com).

‘They add depth to a 
room and allow you to play 
with patterns and scale. 
Many of our borders can be 
hung both horizontally or 
vertically to frame doors, 
w i n d o w s ,  o n  s t a i r 
 kickboards — the opportu-
nities are endless.’

Then there were swags 
and tails, the ultimate in 
window dressing, for when 
 curtains alone wouldn’t 
cut it.  

‘Swags and tails have 
been in and out of fashion 
over many years because 
they signify opulence, 
which is at odds with the 
Scandi neutral minimal 
 inter iors  that  we ’ve 
favoured. But we are 
 moving away from stark 
interiors — people are 
using marble, brass and 
velvet,’ says Robinson.

Luxury is back, along 
with a return to the 
 Memphis look. Last seen in 
the eighties, it was a design 
movement characterised 
by primary colours and 
strong graphic prints. 
‘Interior fashions go round 
and round in circles. But 
they are always reinvented, 
never just a pastiche of the 
past,’ says Robinson.

So ,  at  ease ,  Artex 
 aficionados. Relax,  rag-
rolling and dado fans. Your 
day may come again.

Not traNsit? No. Transat because it 
was inspired by deckchairs on trans-
atlantic steamships. The seat scoops 
like a deckchair’s sling.
Who desigNed it? Art Deco and 
Modernist designer Eileen Gray, 
between 1925 and 1927, for her home 
at Roquebrune Cap Martin in  
south-east France. The chairs also 
 furnished the palace of the 
 Maharajah of Indore.
What is she famous for? Art Deco 
lacquer work, then a more modern, 
Le Corbusier-inspired aesthetic.
aNy other furNiture? Yes. A 
 folding hammock chair in London’s 
Victoria & Albert collection and the 
E1027 adjustable table, which you 
can see at the Museum of Modern 
Art, in New York.
Where caN i see the traNsat 
chair? You can see it at the Disobe-
dient Bodies exhibition which opens 

at Hepworth Wakefield on March 18, 
 hepworthwakefield.org.
aNd if i WaNt oNe to take home? 
That will set you back. In beech and 
leather they cost upwards from 
£10,832 at Aram, aram.co.uk.
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Home 
Truth

Hunter green was a 
popular shade in the 

Eighties, now  
emerald is back 

in our homes

All our yesterdays: Paint-effect wall mural, £261 at pixersize.com

 textured effect with printed 
wallpapers and bolder 
designs are popular.

Online retai ler  wall 
paperdirect.com says faux 
brick and faux wood panel-
ling designs are among 
their top sellers.

There was a time when 
we all longed for a dado rail 
— a decorative waist-high 
mounting running along 
the length of a wall. Often, 
the wall below the rail 
would be papered, as was 
the Victorian fashion, with 
heavy Anaglypta paper. 

The jury is out on dado 
rails per se, but ‘papering 
or painting above and 

Time to bring 
back rag-rolling 
and dado rails?
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